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The Preposterous Prescription

I.  A Hopeless Condition

II.   An Amazing Cure

2Kings 5:1-14
1Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.  2 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife.  3 She said to her mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”  4 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said.  5 “By all means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents (750 lbs) of silver, six thousand shekels (150 lbs) of gold and ten sets of clothing.  6 The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy.”  7 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!”  8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.”  9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house.  10 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”  11 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy.  12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he turned and went off in a rage.  13 Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!”  14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I overheard a story about a man who recently made a visit to his dermatologist.  He said, “While I was waiting in the doctor’s office, I noticed a woman who went in ahead of me. Her face was quite broken out. They called me in next and put me in room next to hers. The walls were paper-thin so I could hear the conversation between her and the doctor when he came in.”  The doctor asked her, “Have you been using the prescription I gave you?”  The woman answered, “I’m sorry, doctor, I didn’t have time to get it filled.”  The doctor then said, “Then I don’t have the time to treat you. I have other patients to see. Goodbye.”  The man continued, “The doctor actually walked out on her, and she had no choice but to leave.”  If you ask for advice from someone who knows what they’re talking about, you ought to be willing to follow it.  

There is a story of a man in the Old Testament who had a hopeless condition.  He was given a prescription to cure his disease.  At first he did not bother to fill the prescription.  He regarded it as preposterous.  You and I are also inflicted with a hopeless disease.  God offers and gives us a prescription that seems less-than realistic to our sinful minds.  Yet, it provides an amazing cure.  Let’s explore 2Kings chapter 5 and see what this preposterous prescription is and what it means for you today.

    
I.
Just for a moment, try to imagine what it is like when you go to a doctor for help because of a serious medical problem. After the examination, the doctor says, “I’m sorry, there is nothing I can do for you.” There’s no medicine, no treatment, no hope. You and I would try another doctor. But what if the answer was the same from that one and yet another?  Feelings of denial, anger, bargaining and depression may overcome you.  These same feelings and emotions were undoubtedly felt by the man we meet in 2 Kings, chapter 5. This man did not have AIDS, or cancer, or a malignant tumor. But he did have a disease that in Bible times was considered disastrous. He had leprosy. His name is Naaman, commander of the army of the King of Aram.

There is no question about Naaman’s qualifications as a soldier. He was a mighty man of valor. He was highly respected by the King of Aram, because through Naaman, the Lord had given victory to the Aramean forces. Leprosy, however, does not look at qualifications. It appeared that Naaman’s career was over. He would no longer be able to command the army. He might have to live separately from his family. The dreaded disease presented him with a hopeless future.  Leprosy guaranteed a long and painful death.  Leprosy was an infectious skin disease that literally ate away at muscle and bone tissue, causing fingers and toes to fall off, eventually taking the whole hand or foot.  The whole appearance of his face would change. His eyebrows would fall out, his vocal chords permanently damaged.  Naaman was a powerful man, but he was a leper.  You can be sure that Naaman consulted the best of the Aramean physicians. They said, "We’re sorry, but there’s nothing we can do."

In Naaman’s house, there was a slave girl. She had been carried off to Aram on one of the raids in Israel.  We don’t know who she was or how old she was, but she was old enough to remember the prophet in Israel who had helped many people. Sensing the cloud of gloom that had come over the family, she said to her mistress, “I wish that my master could go to the prophet who lives in Samaria! He would cure him of his disease.”  Naaman’s wife heard a faint glimmer of hope in a hopeless situation.  She shared this good news with her husband.  Naaman shared this good news with the king of Aram.  The king, wanting to keep his commander, sent him off to find this prophet.

Can you picture the scene?  Naaman and his entourage of chariots drive up to the home of Elisha, probably a modest home compared to theirs in Aram.  “Well, here we are.”  Knock, knock.  A servant opens the door.  Naaman says, “Hi, is Elisha around?”  The servant replies, “Elisha sends this message to you, ‘Go and wash seven times in the Jordan, your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.’  Have a good day!”  Door closes.  “What?!  Are you kidding me?  He didn’t even come out to see me!  I drive all the way down here and he tells me to go bath in the muddy waters of the Jordan?  Our rivers in Damascus are much cleaner.  This is preposterous!  I will not fill this prescription!  I want a new one!”  Naaman came to see a great display of magical technique and wonder.  He could not believe that something so simple could cleanse him.  He did not trust the LORD’s promise through the prophet Elisha.  Naaman had a disease more deadly than leprosy.  The leprosy of sin and unbelief affected him.

Like leprosy, diseases such as AIDS or cancer do not discriminate between rich and poor. Unlike AIDS or leprosy everyone has the disease of sin.  Like cancer it spreads quickly throughout your entire being, soul and body.  There is no cure.  No hope for cleansing.  Leprosy may cause body parts to fall off, but the leprosy of sins cuts us off from any relationship we might have with God.  God in his Word promises a cure for your disease.  He sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross for your sin.  It’s as simple as that.  And it’s a free gift! Our sinful nature says, “That’s preposterous.  That’s too simple.  It’s too easy.  It’s has to be more complicated than that.  It doesn’t make sense to me, why God would do everything for me.  I need to do something to earn the forgiveness of my sins.”  Or our sinful minds try to ignore it, “It’s just the sniffles, doc.  It’ll go away.”  Sin never goes away.  If left untreated it will kill you.  Instead of suffering a long and painful death with leprosy, you will spend a painful eternity of suffering in hell.  We cannot save ourselves.  We need help.  We need an amazing cure.  Naaman needed an amazing cure.

II.
There stands Naaman, visibly upset.  He wants to go back home.  His servants have an alternative idea.  “If the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it?  How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed!’” (vs13)  Naaman drives his chariot to the Jordan River, dips himself down into the muddy waters of the Jordan River as the prophet instructed.  He walks out of the river the seventh and final time and…look!  The spot were the leprosy had been is washed clean!  His skin is like that of a young boy!  It worked!  The prophet’s word did come true!

Why did Naaman finally give in and listen to the promise given by Elisha?  How can anyone trust the promises of God?  By faith.  By the witness of the faith of the little servant girl, the promise given by Elisha and by the witness of his servants…God worked faith into Naaman’s heart.  Naaman had come to Israel with two incurable diseases; his leprosy and his sin.  God first had to cleanse Naaman’s heart.  Naaman responds by stepping out in faith.  He steps into the Jordan River. He steps out again, and God washed Naaman clean, both inside and out.

Just as the waters of the Jordan River cleansed Naaman, God uses water to cleanse you from the leprosy of your sin.  Although your sin infects the whole body, baptism completely cleanses inside and out.  Baptism rids you of sin forever.  You are reborn as Naaman’s flesh was reborn.  An amazing cure for a hopeless condition!  This seems to be a preposterous prescription, that baptism actually washes away sins?  Yes, God says so in his Holy Word!  In Mark 16:16 Jesus says, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”  In the book of Acts 2:38 Peter says to the crowd in Jerusalem, “Repent and be baptized, for the forgiveness of your sins.”   Paul in Acts 22:16 says, “Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away.”  As preposterous as this prescription sounds to be, as simple as it seems, as ridiculous as it appears to our sinful human minds that water can wash away sins, it is what God has promised in his Word.

How can water do such great things?  The LORD attached healing to the waters of the Jordan River by means of his Word, so also he attaches the forgiveness of sins to the water of baptism.  Paul in Ephesians 5:26 says, “Christ cleansed the Church (i.e. all believers) by the washing with water through the Word.”  God’s Word is what gives this prescription the power to cleanse sin.

Many of you were baptized when you were babies.  Others when you were adults.  What does your baptism mean for you today?  At your baptism you received the gift of faith.  That faith is still active today.  Just as Naaman trusted in God’s promises by faith, by faith you believe and trust in God’s promises, especially the most important promise, that Jesus died for your sins.  Something so simple, yet so profound.  A truth that can only be believed by faith.

Your baptism also creates in you a new life.  Just as Naaman was given a new life through his washing, God gives you a new life.  In the gospel this morning, Jesus healed a leper.  With his new life that leper couldn’t help but share the good news of Jesus with everyone.  After Naaman was healed he wanted to give gifts he had brought to show his thanks, totaling $1.2 million.  Baptism enables you to live a life of thanks to God for washing away the leprosy of your sin.  God gave you the prescription for your hopeless condition.

I don’t know about you, but if a doctor tells me to take a medicine that will cure my disease, I will probably go and have that prescription filled and actually take it.  Naaman had an incurable disease.  God prescribed what seemed to be a preposterous prescription to Naaman.  By faith Naaman believed this promise.  God provided an amazing cure, water washed away his leprosy.  God sees that all of us have a hopeless condition. We are infected with the leprosy of sin.  There is no cure.  God uses the seemingly preposterous prescription of Holy Baptism to wash away your sins.  So simple, yet so profound.  A simple sprinkling of water, a few simple words spoken, washes away sins forever.  Dear friends, remember how special your baptism is.  May God keep you in your baptismal grace all the days of your life.  Amen.

